Sukkot - Spiritual Simcha
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he connection between Succos and the joyous outpouring of
donations for the Mishkan can be developed even further. Israel’s
magnanimity was not simply an isolated event that happened to occur;
immediately after the atonement granted on Yom Kippur for the sin of
the Golden Calf On the contrary. those generous donations formed an
essential part of the process of reconciliation that began on Yom Kippur
lveme

Even though Hashem had forgiven them for their invo nt in the

Cuolden Calf. how would lsrael compensate far the misguided jo¥
connected with that sad incident? The only xv_.\j_ul_r_gga_g_l_b_ggjain in
their rel_a_iions}up_wﬂb_‘ﬁashem was through proper joy. The _joyous
outpouring of donations _to the Mish_lgggl__\qrbic_il_gg;r_tl_([rd during the
period between_Yom Kippur and Succos, helped erase any lingering
effects of lsrael’s wrongdoing. A

On that first ngKippur.ls_r_a_e_!"s sins were forgiven. It was only on
Succos, however, through Israel’s generosity that lm?mg_hg;ﬁeen
Hashem and lsrael resumed its Full force. This pattern continues in our
Limes also, Every Yom Kippur lsrael returns to ite Creator and its sins are
expiated. l—iqgvg_wg_rl_th joy that should characterize ﬂ_ﬂﬂiunship
with Hashem is still not present cince our misdeeds have Jeft an almost
indelible stain Qn_LLQn;mmﬂa—ﬂg.dmw_slux (0 the Creatos-through
joy. This time, the anticipation of dwelling in the succah (which 1s
called “Hashem's home.” as discussed in previous pssays) restores the joy

10 our 'romance’ with Hashem (3044)
>

b =y 33 -

Every Jew has a special mission In life and is given unigue abilities to
enable him to fulfill this mission. He is endowed with a neshamah

(soul) to assist him in_reachin his spiritual_goals We have a great
tential for greatness and yet we often do not come even close to

realizing our potential T_}lis_ﬂﬂng_g_gwcd by sin, which taints our

souls and erodes their cagacitrf_g_gp_s_r_h_x_l'ail growth Every time a Jew

sins, 5omMe cgmpgggy_gf his soul is weakened.

“On _Yor;\ Kippur each year, the Jew returns to Hashem. Then oo

Succos, Hashem returns 10 the Jew his coul that was cast off by sin

Hashem's plea, expressed through the prophet Malachi (3:7), oW
Me and [will return o yott siys

mK3Y RN porox AW, Retur 1o
the God of Hosts, refers speaifically to this period of the year On Yom
Kippur. Israel fulfills the First part of this call by returning to Hashem
On Succos, in the ment of our oy in observing the QQL:”ggw;q_gi__jgu'cah
and the Four Species, Hashem_in_turn returns to us On Succos, the
sensitive Jew feels that his soul, his unigue capacity for spiritual growth.
has once again become his awn

In the prayer we recite before raking the Four Sprotes. we ask to know

how we will. so ta speak.’ interface” with Hashem by performing that
r souls, our

mitzvah. Thisis a reference to our renewed awareness of vu
itual capacities When the Torah says, 827 onnp7. You are
acity for good.

unique spir
to take for yourselves, it reminds us how greatis ouf cap
and arouses our ability o find ourselves — 10 rediscover our souls on
Guccos (5657
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‘with us: Take the lilav and at the same time take
its message’ The lulav is 2% 12 Look fur Iheheart of things. the essential
core Seek out the heart of Hashem s blessings, the ability they give you
to utilize to the utmost your tential to serye Him

“WWhen Hashem invited King Solomon to ask for whatever he wanted,
he spurned wealth and longevity and instead asked for wisdom and a
good heart As a result, Hashem gave him not enly a good heart, but
also wealth and long years (cf | Melachim 35151, Thus is precisely the
message of the lulav — appreci
Midrash explains this passage with a very fitting analogy, Solomon
seeks to “marry” the King's daughter, and by dung so he acquires the
key to all ble ings (This analogy, comparing spintual matters and
wisdom to the king « daughter. s discussed al greater leng

The Torah pleads

ate_what is_truly signihcant The

th in the essay
on Succah.)

The Psalmist ¢ xpresses the same message in t
1 oy13 AnaY wnom 9 T N3 RIW Wpgk MK 71 NXn NYKRY NNK
v P9, One thing | askod of Hasursy, that shall 1 seck — that ]
dwell in the House of Hoastras af! the days o 1o hehold the
remplate in His Sancivary. Appreciate
ashem amidst all the

he Following verse (27:4)

oy it
sweetness of Hastikstand tocon
what is truly important then you will find H

opulence of the world
o7 the same reason we read the book of Koheles o

n Succos. in which

we learn that the pleasures and comforts of the maternial world are

wubordinate to the needs of the soul and its pleasures.

A4 s Lo ~ Rooeyels (]
P !
Q' Moshe Feinstein said that when it comes to «linrch, it one
iosters in himself the attitude that he wants 1o do a mitzvah, as
opposed to the pressured feeling that _bf7QlL1_1[d_(;_Ll he_can
achieve true greatness is the service of Hashem. This R \‘\f:slw

sxplained. s why the Torah states [
hearts

e T
i e T

! —
AvnL

i sebsUEU are frarrier o

e

nr

1"

rem — and you will not stray atter y«

with the mitzvah ol tzitzis Tzilzis have the powes

from temptations because one is not obligd

cah unless he wears a four cornerad garment this
easun becausaitisan “optional” mitzvah one can boe

nigher levels of

through many other mitzvos
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2 Mashe exhorts us to apply this attitude in every area of our
10 Hashem. Through doing things with an attitude that we
we can reach ever
mutivos as opposed to

BE o

s opposed to teehing that we s

i ey Cultivating the desire to do

1
18

cina and pressunng. will certainly lead to more success In
e nf Hashem Yet t will lead lo even mure success in

of sne's children
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